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The Gatekeepers  
 
Street Child Africa (SCA) 
www.streetchildafrica.org.uk   
Street Child Africa works with NGOs 
in Africa who try to turn street 

children’s lives around.  We currently 
have partners in Senegal, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Zambia, Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique.  
 
Royal Holloway, University of 
London Geography Department 
(RHUL) 
www.gg.rhul.ac.uk   
One of the world’s leading centres for 
geographical research and teaching, 
the department received the top 
ranking of 5* in a recent Research 
Assessment Exercise. Home to one of 
the largest groups of academic 
geographers in the UK researching 
into issues in the developing world, 
the Centre for Developing Areas 
Research (CEDAR) is one of four 
research groupings in the department. 
Members of this group are involved in 
teaching and academic, grant-aided 
and consultancy-based research into 
environmental and human 
development issues across different 
developing regions!��
 
The Funders 
 
Economic & Social Research 
Council (ESRC)  
www.esrc.ac.uk  
With an international reputation, the 
ESRC is the UK’s leading research 
funding and training agency on 
economic and social concerns. 
Collaborative (CASE) Awards are 
offered to postgraduates who 
undertake doctoral research in 
conjunction with non-academic 
partners (in this case, Street Child 
Africa). Such awards enable students 
to conduct high quality research which 
provides evidence-based policy which 
is of direct relevance and benefit to 
their partner and other organisations. 
Consequently, CASE Awards 
encourage a two-way flow of 
information, resources and expertise 
between academic institutions and 
agencies working in policy and ‘on the 
ground’
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Misereor BV Germany  
www.misereor.org 
MISEREOR was founded in 1958 
as an agency "against hunger and 
disease in the world". In its capacity 
as the overseas development 
agency of the Catholic Church in 
Germany, it offers partnership to 
promote development, fight 
worldwide poverty, liberate people 
from injustice, exercise solidarity 
with the poor and the persecuted, 
and help create "One World". 
 
Some key players & their roles 
 
Ruth Payne, Doctoral Researcher 
& Project Manager 
With a degree in Geography and an 
MA Development Geography, my 
background as a researcher has 
involved work with children and 
youth in Africa and Asia (street & 
working children; child prostitution & 
trafficking; orphans & HIV/AIDS 
affected children). Conducting this 
research into CHHs in Zambia has 
been a big ‘learning curve’ for me! I 
am loving the exciting challenges it 
presents me with and am enjoying 
working with some great people!  
 
Professor David Simon, 
Academic 
Supervisor, RHUL  
www.gg.rhul.ac.uk/s
imon/ 
Professor of 
Development 
Geography and 
Director of the Centre for 
Developing Areas Research at the 
Dept of Geography, Royal 
Holloway, Univ. of London, my 
research interests include 
development theory and policy; the 
development-environment interface; 
urbanisation and urban-rural 
interaction; transport and regional 
and national development planning; 
and the role of information and 
communications technologies in 
development.  

Regionally, I specialise on sub-
Saharan   Africa and have extensive 
experience in Namibia, South Africa, 
Ghana and Kenya, and have also 
worked in Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand and the Philippines. I have 
published widely on these issues, am 
a frequent radio and TV commentator 
on southern African affairs and have 
acted as consultant and expert 
advisor to various international 
development agencies. 

 
Dr Katie Willis, Academic 
Supervisor, RHUL  
www.gg.rhul.ac.uk/Willis 
A Reader in 
Development 
Geography at RHUL, 
my main research 
interests lie in the 
fields of gender, 
development, 
migration and health. 
In particular, I have focused on the 
ways in which households respond to 
wider economic, social and political 
change. Most of my research has 
been conducted in Mexico, China and 
Singapore, but I visit NW Kenya 
annually as part of a Year 2 
undergraduate fieldtrip. I am editor of 
'International Development Planning 
Review' and 'Geoforum' and Chair of 
the Developing Areas Research 
Group (DARG) of the Royal 
Geographical Society (with The 
Institute of British Geographers). 

 
Felix Holman, SCA Supervisor 
I have been working 
at Street Child Africa 
since 2004 and have 
seen the charity grow 
since then. I have 
been working with 
Ruth Payne since 2005, largely on 
administrative and logistical matters 
but have increasingly been drawn into 
the research findings which are a 
crucial way of informing Street Child 
Africa of the immediate challenges 
Child Headed Households face.  
 

Patrick Shanahan, SCA Supervisor  
I first stumbled across 
street children about 
20 years ago, in 
Accra, Ghana.  My 
constant abiding 
concern is to ensure 
that young African 
men and women are 
given every support to work with and 
for children on the streets.  I have 
been Ruth Payne’s supervisor since 
2004 and although I retire from Street 
Child Africa in September 2007, I will 
remain in touch with the progress of 
this research. 

 
Sarah Burt, Project Assistant 
I started working at 
Street Child Africa 
in 2004, as the 
administrator.  I 
have recently 
moved over to 
working with Felix 
Holman on programmes, and I am 
now supporting Ruth with the 
production of this Newsletter.  I look 
forward to working with Ruth, and 
learning more about the issues that 
Child Headed Households and all 
those that work with them face. 

 
Millie Chomba, Bemba Translator 
Born and raised on 
the Copperbelt, 
Zambia, but 
currently living in 
London, I have 
been involved in 
various HIV/AIDS 
related projects including acting as 
Programmes Officer for Bwacha 
Community Health and Arts project in 
Kitwe and as an intern in the Media 
Office at Zambia Integrated Health 
Project. I am looking forward to a 
fulfilling and successful experience 
working as the Bemba translator for 
this newsletter!  

 
Download the newsletter in BEMBA 
at the end of February!
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News from Zambia 
 
This section is devoted to 
stakeholder news. Please send in 
your stories and share your 
experiences here! 
 
The Children’s Desk, Ndola 
Humphrey Mwel wa 
Last year the Childrens Desk began 
to assist 14yr old Mary Chama and 
her 4 siblings, living in a shanty 
compound in Ndola. Their last 
surviving parent died in April 2005 
from AIDS.  Mary goes to school in 
the mornings until noon, and then 
works, washing people’s clothes.  
With the money, she buys food for 
the family’s one meal each day 
which they eat with tins of paint 
used as kitchen utensils. The 
children sleep on the floor and cover 
themselves with sacks.  The 
Childrens Desk has provided 
education support for the 3 school-
going children; monthly food rations 
and decent linen. They have also 
carried out essential repairs to the 
house. 

 
Rainbow Project, Ndola 
From Rainbow Operator ‘Lend a 
Hand’ 
This is George’s story of how he 
came to be the head of his 
household:  “I am 18 years old and 
the first boy with a younger sister 
and brother.  When I was 8, my 
father was imprisoned for 15 years 
and we remained with my mother in 
Livingstone. Two years later, my 
father died in prison and my mother 
remarried, then died 3 years later.  
After her death, we were taken to 
live with my great-grandmother who 
was a widow. She also died. Left 
alone, we agreed to rent part of the 
house. Since then, my young sister 
has given birth and then started 
roaming the streets and drinking. 
Some concerned community 
members re-enrolled her in school 
and the baby is taken care of by our 

cousin. We receive assistance with 
her school requirements.” 
 
Katie Eberhard returns to USA 
Ruth Payne 
Katie recently 
returned to the USA 
after 3 years 
working as a 
volunteer in Zambia, 
most recently with 
Children in Crisis 
(CIC), our research 
partner in Lusaka. 
Katie’s enthusiastic involvement in this 
research will be greatly missed. We 
thank her for her hard work and wish 
her all the best for the future. Keep in 
touch, Katie! 
 
Bye Martine! Welcome Alvin! 
With input from Martine Koopman 
& Alvin Nchemba 

Martine Koopman, formerly Training & 
Research Centre Manager of the 
Copperbelt Health 
Education Project 
(CHEP), a research 
partner in Kitwe, 
recently returned to 
the Netherlands. 
Martine was 
instrumental in 
linking CHEP with 
this research and attended our 
October 2006 Workshop. I have no 
doubt that Martine, being full of 
energy, will already be working on     
her next exciting project! Good      luck  
 

and please keep in touch! Martine has 
handed over to focal point person, Mr 
Alvin Nchemba, Programmes 
Manager at CHEP. Alvin joined CHEP 
in April 2006 after various posts in 
Zambia with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Cooperative Research Branch, 
the Zambezi Development Trust and 
the National College for Management 
and Development Studies. We 
welcome you Alvin and look forward 
to fruitful interaction! 
 
Workshop, October 2006 
With input from George Kambashi 
Our final workshop, hosted by 
RENATO), Kashitu, (Ndola Rural) was 
held on 13th – 14th October. It was 
attended by 13 participants including 
research assistants and 
representatives from research 
partners and facilitated by Ezekiel 
Mukape. Sessions sought input from 
participants on a range of issues 
relating to the future direction of the 
research. Participants also debated 
their experiences of working with 
CHHs and how to improve 
communication between research 
stakeholders for future work.  
 

 
Workshop participants ©Ruth Payne (2006) 

 

    
Dancing around the campfire ©Ruth 
Payne (2006) 
 
 
 

Katie, CIC, CHEP 
©Martine 
Koopman (2006) 

 
Martine collecting CHEP’s certificate at 
October 2006 Workshop ©Bornface 
Mamfunda (2006) 

Alvin, CHEP 
©Alvin Nchema 
(2006) 
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Introducing the Core Community 
Groups (CCGs)  
Ruth Payne  
CCGs were formed to ensure 
grassroots community leaders are 
involved in the research project. 
Comprised of religious, political, 
cultural and traditional leaders, 
CCGs meet each quarter to discuss 
the progress and direction of the 
research and provide crucial input 
about various changes within 
research communities.  
 
Mandevu CCG, Lusaka  
Formed : 2005 
Leader:  Iddo Chulu (3rd from left). 
Members:  6 - including Residential 
Development Committee (RDC) 
members, religious leaders and 
community school teachers. 

 
Mandevu CCG ©Ruth Payne (2006) 
 
Msisi CCG, Lusaka 
Formed:  2006 
Leaders:  Gilbert Ngenda & 
Catherine Tembo. 
Members:  10 - community leaders 
who represent Msisi’s different 
residential sections and churches. 
 

Mulenga CCG, Kitwe 
Formed:  2005 
Leader:  Christine Daka 
Members:  9 – including RDC 
members, political chairmen, teachers 
and members of both OVC and 
Friends of the Street Children 
community committees. 
 

             
Mulenga CCG ©Ruth Payne (2006) 
 
Kashitu CCG, Ndola Rural 
Formed:  2006 
Leader:  Joshua Mudenda 
Members:  11 - including community 
school and nursery teachers and 
chairmen, chief’s headmen and 
councillors, religious leaders, nurses 
and local government officers.   
 

 
Kashitu CCG members at a workshop, June 
2006 ©Ruth Payne (2006) 
 
CCGs will be contributing short 
articles about themselves and their 
communities in Issue 2! 
 
FORUM 
 
The purpose of the ‘FORUM’ is to act 
as a ‘conversation room’  for 
newsletter readers. It’s a great place  
for us to learn from each other and 
share our ideas on issues which affect 
us. To get the ball rolling, perhaps you 
would like to consider some of the 
following questions? 

I heard recently that  the Zambia Red 
Cross Society are running 
programmes to support CHHs in 
Kapiri Mposhi. Does anyone know 
more? Ruth Payne, 2 nd Jan, 07 
 
What has been happening in the 
research communities since I last saw 
you? Are there any local issues which 
have arisen and are impacting on day-
to-day life? Ruth Payne, 8 th Jan, 07  
 
What impact has the fluctuating value 
of the Kwacha in recent months had 
on the cost of living in Zambia? Felix 
Holman, 8 th Jan, 07 
 
Your comments and questions are 
vital to the success of the ‘FORUM’!  
Something which may not seem 
important to you, may be of real 
interest to others, so please send in 
any contributions and they could be 
posted in the next issue. Please send 
your contributions to Ruth Payne by 
email, fax or post (details below). 

 
CAN YOU DESIGN THE PROJECT 
LOGO? We want to design a project 
Logo for this research. Please send in 
any ideas you have for a suitable 
logo. Your ideas do not have to be 
works of art! Remember!  This is your  
project and your ideas are important 
to us! The new logo will be launched 
in the next issue! 
 
NEXT ISSUE 
The deadline for news pieces, forum 
comments and logo ideas is Friday 
13th April 2007 . Please send your 
contributions by email to: 
ruthedp@yahoo.co.uk; by fax to: +44 
(0)20 8972 9820 or by post to Ruth 
Payne, Street Child Africa, Brabant 
House, Portsmouth Road, Thames 
Ditton, Surrey, KT7 0EY, UK. We 
hope to get the next issue out to you 
by the end of May 2007! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Gilbert & Catherine ©Ruth  
   Payne (2006) 

 


